
MACD Education Committee 
Notes May 26, 2021 at 10 am 
Via Zoom Conferencing 

 
Committee Members: Elisha Dempsey, Tony Barone, Rick Van Dyken, Bill Naegeli, 
Bob Petermann, Pam Liggett, Tom Dobberstein, and Greg Jergeson 

 

Committee members present- Elisha Dempsey, Pam Liggett, Greg Jergeson 
 
Also in attendance were Kay Webb, Becca Boslough, Tahnee Benson, Eric 
Rannestad, Diane Black, Chris Evans, Becky Clements, Dave Martin and Stacey 
Barta 

 

Called to order at 10:09 am. 
Elisha thinks that we need to have a side meeting at some point to clarify the process of 
committees with lack of member involvement, and that we need to make sure that 
those at the Spring Board meeting and Convention are on the email list for the 
Committee.  Evans assured Elisha that, in fact, those who signed up at the convention 
are on the email list. 
Approval of meeting notes--December 2020 through April 2021, Motion by Greg 
Jergeson to approve all of the minutes, second by Pam Liggett; motion carried. 
MACD Poster Contest-MACD used to do the poster contest. In recent years, the 
EO took over the project. That was never communicated with the changeover at the 
EO. Becca wanted to ask if this is something that the Education Committee would 
want to do this year. Deadline for the national contest is December 1 so a deadline 
would need to be set well in advance of that. Evans will contact Heidi Fleury about 
getting the Poster Contest on the agenda for the next EO meeting to see if that 
group is interested in keeping this going. 
Education Funding--Evans said that the EO may be requesting funds for the Statewide 
Employee Training in October. The plan at the moment is to have a Marketing section 
and Leadership Training for the EO. 
Training upcoming--Jason Garber said that the next Supervisor Module will be in 
June on Water Reservations, no date secured yet. Dave asked if there’s a list of topics 
that they’re planning to cover, Jason said that there isn’t at the moment but they are 
planning to meet soon about the next topics. 
Training collaboration/calendar-Becca was on the call to talk about how we could 
coordinate the available training along with a calendar. There could be a training 
work group or subcommittee that would identify needs/gaps and what is available. 
Then a calendar could be coordinated and updated as new items become available. 
MACD is building out the new version of their website which will also build in links 
to other websites for more information. The private page will have a section for 
recorded training/webinars. Becca would like to look at doing one big survey with 
sections, which would incorporate the training needs. There was discussion about 
bringing this up at the Spring Board meeting at some point in the agenda. People are 



usually ready to get out of there though so it might be good to have a later hybrid 
meeting. We will have this issue as our main agenda item on the 23rd of June. We 
need to be sure to contact partners about their training plans for the year, making 
sure to loop in MWCC, NRCS, and other organizations. 
Outreach Work Group Report-David Martin said that the group had its first interim 
steering committee meeting on May 20. The group is preparing for a presentation at 
the Spring Board meeting on current status planned direction. They will be looking 
for an Administrative Support person to replace Chris Evans so that she can be a 
regular member of the work group. They hope to have that completed by August. Eric 
Rannestad will be playing a significant role in the work group efforts and the group 
will be working on finding a way to compensate MACD for his time for a certain 
number of hours for tasks identified by the work group. He will need lead time to fit 
that into his work schedule. The expansion of the steering committee will take place 
later this summer and will be seeking representation from across the state by people 
who are willing to be active members and who will participate regularly. At some 
point the group will need to survey CDs for their Outreach needs. The group will 
coordinate this with other MACD surveys to avoid bombarding Districts with 
multiple surveys. 
 Evans said that the group has been asked to participate in the Employee fall 
training, Ready, SET, Go! in October to meet with CDs and start assessing needs. 
Montana Conservation Menu/MACD Website- Eric said that basic maintenance can 
be done for that site, but he’s not sure which programs on that site need to be 
updated at the moment.  NRCS funded that and decided it wasn’t getting enough 
traffic, so they haven’t put a lot into keeping it up to date. Elisha said that she didn’t 
think it was all that user friendly. Dave Martin said he was around when it was 
created. It was a “grand idea” thing and maintenance wasn’t well thought out. 
Becca said that NRCS needs to be involved in this conversation to assess interest 
from their side or from Conservation Districts. We can revisit this at the next Ed 
Committee meeting. Eric asked Elisha if, as they build the new MACD website and 
private pages, anyone had critiques or suggestions to please share those. 

Stacey Barta added that the history of the original Conservation Menu was a 
paper document that was a list of programs for people to use to find program 
information. 
Pollinator Week--It’s June 21-27 
Spring Board meeting-June 7-9th in Helena. There will be a Zoom component and 
it may be streamed. They’ll be getting a link from Legislative services soon for the 
Zoom. She’s available to answer any questions about the Spring Board meeting. 
There will be a 6 hour leadership training for the board on the 8th.  DNRC has 
provided funding for that. At 5:30 on the 8th there’ll be a BBQ. If anyone wants to 
attend, please contact Becca. 

There will also be a strategic planning meeting, done by Terry Profata. One 
goal is to have a quarterly review of the plan to make it a real working document. 
Range Days, Montana Youth Range Camp-Elisha thought maybe there should be 
an additional sub group to help with outreach for those events. Greg Jergeson asked 



what the difference is between Range Days and the Range Tour. Stacey Barta 
explained that Montana Range Days is its own entity, and is an opportunity for 
people to compete in range events. The Montana Range Tour is a program that the 
Rangeland Resources coordinates along with a Conservation District every year. 
Montana Youth Range Camp is sponsored by a CD every year. Then there’s 
Montana Natural Resources Youth Camp which has a broader focus. 

 
Elisha asked if there is a way to track down recent pollinator posters--Evans said she 
would check with Public Affairs at NRCS 

 

The next meeting is June 23, 2021 at 20 am and will be done via Zoom.  The meeting 
adjourned at 11:36 


